ACTI

SIDE B: Patriots in the tavern from scene iii: (p. 39 - 41)
READERS:
Sam Adams
Hancock
John Adams
Edward
Revere
JOHN A.
What’s this, Samuel?

SAM A.
I have come directly from the governor. He has received an order that all town meetings are
cancelled until further notice, that political discussions will be curtailed, and only through
Governor Hutchinson, acting for the King, can a permit to meet be given.

JOHN A.
Unthinkable! The issues and problems of New England cannot go undebated!

HANCOCK
The King is mad!

EDWARD
Of course, he is!

SAMA.

Furthermore, I have learned that warships carrying General Gage and a large number of soldiers
will be arriving within the week.

REVERE
How great the number, Adams?

SAM A.
The King sends one soldier with one bloody gun for every three Bostonians.

EDWARD
And we’re the ones who will have to quarter these troops at our own expense!

JOHN A.
Samuel, go back to Hutchinson. Tell him the colonists will not stand for this. Public outrage
will be uncontainable!



SAM A.
Did I not petition the Governor once to turn tea ships away to stop the threat of violence? The
Governor’s ear is the King’s ear. They hear no more. We will get no further with words,
gentlemen. I fear abuses will be compounded. It is time for action. Let us recover our just
rights now!

JOHN A.
My dear cousin, you are risking the gallows! Please consider—

SAM A.
John, we can no longer consider. It is evident what we must do if we are to retain our natural
rights. The signs are not obscure. You look too hard at them, John, endlessly hoping that both
sides will agree to a just settlement. That can never be. Perhaps this quality of yours will
prevent you from ever taking a stand. But / have taken mine.

EDWARD
What must we do, Mr. Adams?

SAM A.
We must gather arms and store up supplies. We must prepare to defend our very homes. The
presence of this monstrous army is far too threatening to ignore. We must alert everyone and use
our Committees of Correspondence diligently. We must stir the very souls of men; for if we fail
to do this, our inalienable rights, as well as our property, are lost.

CHAPMAN
We must find safe storage!

PARSON
What about Concord—on the river!

HANCOCK

My wagons are available for moving supplies.

SAM A.
Good!



(ALL join in planning, then freeze as
LIGHTS dim. Spot on SAM ADAMS.)

Yes, they can see the need for defending their property and their legal rights against the tyranny
of a despot. What matter if they do not see the greater implications in our struggle with the
Mother Country. We are men of a new England, born of the old and yet charged with the
powerful forces of this vast new world. We have claimed a society from the wilderness, and we
know how to deal with it. It is a violation of our natural rights that we should be made to serve a
selfish king three thousand miles away. The time has come for the common man to take control

of his own destiny. We are capable of governing ourselves, and we must achieve the liberty to do
sO.
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